
 

Climate change: Believing and seeing implies adapting

   
   
   
Abstract:

Knowledge of factors that trigger human response to climate change is crucial for effective climate change
policy communication. Climate change has been claimed to have low salience as a risk issue because it
cannot be directly experienced. Still, personal factors such as strength of belief in local effects of climate
change have been shown to correlate strongly with responses to climate change and there is a growing
literature on the hypothesis that personal experience of climate change (and/or its effects) explains
responses to climate change. Here we provide, using survey data from 845 private forest owners operating
in a wide range of bio-climatic as well as economic-social-political structures in a latitudinal gradient across
Europe, the first evidence that the personal strength of belief and perception of local effects of climate
change, highly significantly explain human responses to climate change. A logistic regression model was
fitted to the two variables, estimating expected probabilities ranging from 0.07 (SD +/- 0.01) to 0.81 (SD +/-
0.03) for self-reported adaptive measures taken. Adding socio-demographic variables improved the fit,
estimating expected probabilities ranging from 0.022 (SD +/- 0.008) to 0.91 (SD +/- 0.02). We conclude that
to explain and predict adaptation to climate change, the combination of personal experience and belief must
be considered.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3504002   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Other Geographical Feature

Other Geographical Feature : Forest

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Other Vulnerable Population: Education Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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